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THEME: The Anointed One
Today's lessons and hymns show us the meaning of the name
"Christ," or in Hebrew, "Messiah." Jesus was the Anointed One!

Preservice music will be used to help in quiet preparation for worship.

Service of the Word
 The bell rings announcing that Christians are gathering around the Word.
 The minister processes with the acolyte who carries a flame symbolizing that the light
of Jesus is with us, and the candles are lit.
 As the acolyte and minister enter, please stand to sing the opening hymn.

OPENING HYMN

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice #377 (v.1-4)

1

Dear Christians, one and all, rejoice, With exultation springing,
And, with united heart and voice And holy rapture singing,
Proclaim the wonders God has done, How his right arm the vict’ry won.
How dearly it has cost him!

2

Fast bound in Satan’s chains I lay; Death brooded darkly o’er me.
Sin was my torment night and day; In sin my mother bore me.
Yet deep and deeper still I fell; Life had become a living hell,
So firmly sin possessed me.

3

My own good works availed me naught, No merit they attaining;
My will against God’s judgment fought, No hope for me remaining.
My fears increased till sheer despair Left naught but death to be my share
And hell to be my sentence.

1

4

But God beheld my wretched state Before the world’s foundation,
And, mindful of his mercies great, He planned my soul’s salvation.
A Father’s heart he turned to me, Sought my redemption fervently;
He gave his dearest treasure.

Minister: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.
Congregation: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS
M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as
his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and
punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I
have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting
in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.
Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt.
M: God, our Heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You
are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will.
C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

OH, TASTE AND SEE
C: (sung) Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed are they who take
refuge in him. Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. Your
faithfulness continues forever. Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good. Blessed
are they who take refuge in him.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
M: Let us pray.

2

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you proclaimed him
your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized
into Christ faithful in our calling as your children and make us heirs with him of
everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (sung) Amen.
Be seated
FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 49:1-6 (NIV)

Listen to me, you islands;
hear this, you distant nations:
Before I was born the LORD called me;
from my mother’s womb he has spoken my name.
2 He made my mouth like a sharpened sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me into a polished arrow
and concealed me in his quiver.
3 He said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”
4 But I said, “I have labored in vain;
I have spent my strength for nothing at all.
Yet what is due me is in the LORD’s hand,
and my reward is with my God.”
And now the LORD says—
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant
to bring Jacob back to him
and gather Israel to himself,
for I am honored in the eyes of the LORD
and my God has been my strength—
6 he says:
“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant
to restore the tribes of Jacob
and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles,
that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.”
5
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PSALM OF THE DAY

Psalm 2

Refrain: Great are the works of the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Great are the works of the Lord.
Why do the nations conspire*
and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers
gather together against the LORD*
and against his Anointed One.
Refrain: Great are the works of the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Great are the works of the Lord.
The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.
Then he rebukes them in his anger
and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*
“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”
I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son;
today I have become your Father.”
Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Refrain: Great are the works of the Lord. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Great are the works of the Lord.

SECOND LESSON

Acts 16:25-34 (NIV)

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and
the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there was such a violent
earthquake that the foundations of the prison were shaken. At once all the prison
doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when
25

4

he saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself
because he thought the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm
yourself! We are all here!”
The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and
Silas. 30 He then brought them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”
29

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your
household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in
his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them and washed their
wounds; then immediately he and all his household were baptized. 34 The jailer
brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy
because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household.
31

VERSE OF THE DAY

Mark 1:11b (NIV)

M:

Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. Alleluia.

C:

(sung) Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written that we may
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Please stand for the highlight of the service: the Gospel.
GOSPEL

Mark 1:4-11 (NIV)

And so John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 The whole Judean countryside and all the
people of Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing their sins, they were baptized by
him in the Jordan River. 6 John wore clothing made of camel’s hair, with a leather
belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 And this was his
message: “After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of whose
sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I baptize you with water, but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
4

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in
the Jordan. 10 Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being
torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. 11 And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
9

M:
C:

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
(sung) Praise be to you, O Christ!

5

Be seated
HYMN OF THE DAY

To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord #89

1 To Jordan’s river came our Lord, The Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light, The Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.
2 The Savior came to be baptized—The Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will And all his promises fulfill.
3 As Jesus in the Jordan stood And John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, Descended on him from above.
4 Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound Came God’s own voice with words
profound:
“This is my Son,” was his decree, “The one I love, who pleases me.”
5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight Anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall To save the world and free us all.
6 Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute! This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

SERMON
Text: Mark 1:4-11
Theme: “Picture the Scene”
Please stand
CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
6

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be seated
OFFERING
The members of St. Mark have joined together to spread God’s message both in
this community and around the world. If you are a visitor, please do not feel
obligated to participate in the offering. You are our guests, and we thank you
for giving us the opportunity to share God’s Word with you! Those who wish to
give an offering may give electronically through our website, scan this QR code,
or mail a check to church. Website and mailing addresses are listed at the top of page 1.
Please stand
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
M:

Lord Jesus, at your baptism you revealed yourself as the obedient Son of Man,
fulfilling all righteousness. Your heavenly Father revealed you as his beloved Son,
in whom he is well pleased. The Holy Spirit revealed you as the Christ, anointed
and armed to destroy the work of the devil.

C:

We thank you, beloved Son of God, that you took on yourself the nature of a
servant, became like us, and were obedient to the will of your heavenly Father.

M:

Lord Jesus, eternal Word of God, you have connected your mighty Word and
gracious promises to the water of Holy Baptism. In Baptism you cleansed us from
sin, redeemed us from death, and clothed us in your perfect righteousness. We
praise you for the promise and treasure of Baptism.
7

C:

Encourage us to remember our baptisms daily as we die to sin and rise to new
life with you.
Special prayers and intercessions may follow.

M:

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.
Silent prayer.

M:

Baptized into your name most holy, O Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, We claim a
place, though weak and lowly, among your saints, your chosen host, Buried with
Christ and dead to sin. Your Spirit now shall live within.

C:

All that I am and love most dearly--receive it all, O Lord, from me. Let me
confess my faith sincerely, and help me your own child to be! Let nothing that I
am or own serve any will but yours alone. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and
forever. Amen.

Be seated
HYMN

The Star Proclaims the King is Here #91

1 The star proclaims the King is here; But, Herod, why this senseless fear?
For he who came from heaven’s throne Does not desire an earthly crown.
2 The wiser Magi saw from far And followed on his guiding star,
And, led by light, to Light they pressed And by their gifts their God confessed.
3 Within the Jordan River stood The pure and holy Lamb of God;
The Father’s voice, the Spirit-dove, Confirmed the Savior from above.
4 At Cana—miracle divine—When water reddened into wine,
The faithful saw his glory shown And put their trust in him alone.
5 All glory unto Jesus be And praise for his epiphany,
Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore.
8

Please stand
M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation,
and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: (sung) Amen.
BLESSING
M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.
C: (sung) Amen. Amen. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN

Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice #377 (v.5,6,10)

5

He spoke to his beloved Son: “’Tis time to have compassion.
Then go, bright Jewel of my crown, And bring mankind salvation.
From sin and sorrow set them free; Slay bitter death for them that they
May live with you forever.”

6

The Son obeyed his Father’s will, Was born of virgin mother,
And, God’s good pleasure to fulfill, He came to be my brother.
No garb of pomp or pow’r he wore; A servant’s form like mine he bore
To lead the devil captive.

10 “What I on earth have lived and taught Be all your life and teaching;
So shall my kingdom’s work be wrought And honored in your preaching.
Take care that no one’s man-made laws Should e’er destroy the gospel’s cause.
This final word I leave you.”

At the end of the service, the acolyte extinguishes the candles and carries the flame out of
church to symbolize that the light of Jesus goes with us into the world.
9

Let us know you worshipped with us!
If you take a picture of this QR code with most smartphones it will take
you to our Friendship Register and Online Connection Card. You may
also visit: stmarksbemidji.org/online-connection-card/
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